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Dear Brothers,

Just as a couple who is expecting the birth of their child makes room for the new life, so we must make room in our lives for the birth of the Child, our Savior Jesus Christ. A couple may clean out a room of all their hobbies and little things they love so that they may have room for their child. They also have nine months to clean out their hearts, to vacate it so they may be ready to fill this vacancy with love for their child. We too are given time to clean and prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord. This time is fittingly given the name Advent, meaning “coming.” This is the time in which we are to prepare our hearts, by examining our conscience carefully to not overlook any sins that Satan uses to guard the door of our hearts from the entry of the Christ Child. We must furthermore clean our hearts from the clutter that preoccupies it each day, and in its place keep vigil, for we had better not be preoccupied at the moment of our Lord’s coming. In speaking of the 2nd Advent, or 2nd Coming, we know neither the day nor the hour, and so we must keep vigil in hopes we will be able to greet our Lord when he comes again, and welcome him into that vacancy of our hearts.
May God Bless You,

Ryan Starks






Seminarian
What’s Ahead?
Teens Encounter Christ TEC Retreat
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January 2-4
TEC is a retreat for high school juniors and older. It’s a 3 day retreat focused on Christ’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection. For more information and the registration form, visit the website below.
www.anchorofhopetec.org
Priesthood Ordination – Saturday, January 3
10 A.M. at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Green Bay – Let us support Deacon Jason Blahnik as he is ordained to the Holy Priesthood. Praise the Lord!  All are welcome to come.
Project Andrew Dinner - January 6
Are you a junior in high school or older? Meet Bishop Ricken on this day as he invites young men, juniors in high school or older, who are open to the possibility of the priesthood, to dinner at 5:30 PM at his home. Bishop will celebrate Mass, and after supper he will talk about what it means to be a priest. If you are interested in coming, contact Fr. Tom Long at 920-272-8293 or vocations@gbdioc.org
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St. Thomas Becket
Memorial:  29 December
Patron Saint of secular clergy (deacons and priests who do not belong to a religious order)

St. Thomas Becket was born in London in the year 1118. He received his education in Paris, studying civil and cannon law. In 1154, Thomas was introduced to the newly crowned King Henry II, and the two quickly became friends. 
Henry II named Becket his Chancellor and later, in the year 1962, the king petitioned to the Pope, who appointed Thomas the new Archbishop of the land. He was ordained, and installed as the new archbishop. 
Although Thomas and King Henry II were good friends, a point came in which the king wished to impose his will on the Church, thinking he’d be able to do this through Becket. Becket faithfully and courageously took the stance in defending the Church, and denied the king’s wishes to have certain laws changed to favor his power. This greatly displeased the king, and he sent four knights to Canterbury to kill Thomas. At the time, Thomas was at a service being held at the Cathedral. The knights approached Becket at the altar, and drawing their swords, they viciously killed him. Less than three years later, he was canonized. Saint Thomas Becket is a martyr of the faith, and is a courageous example of one willing to fight for Truth, even unto death. 
